Unit 4 Outline 
Chapter 4 (4.1-4.3), Chapter 5 (5.1), and Chapter 6
Ecosystems, Communities, Populations, and Human Interactions

Biology I A – Mrs. Michaelsen

This unit continues to focus on the understanding that the existence of life on Earth depends on the interactions among organisms and between organisms and their environment.  It also explores ideas about populations and factors affecting population growth.  Finally, it will examine the wise use of resources, the importance of biodiversity, and the need to meet ecological challenges that face humans today. 

Essential Question:  What factors contribute to changes in populations?

Learning Targets
· I will define compare and contrast habitat and niche. 
· I will explain how competition, predation, and herbivory shape communities. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The students will describe the three types of symbiotic relationships in nature (commensalism, parasitism, and mutualism). 
· I will compare and contrast primary and secondary succession.
· I will identify different ecosystems/biomes and describe why they occur in different places. 
· I will describe why maintaining biodiversity is important to both humans and the environment (including the human impacts of habitat destruction, exotic species, global warming, overpopulation, pollution).

Other Assignments/Activities:
· Review Key Concepts (complete as homework):
· Chapter 4
· p. 98 (1 – 2)
· p. 104 (1 – 4)
· p. 109 (1 – 2 )
· Organisms in Micro-communities Laboratory
· Natural Controls of Populations (Kaibab deer and Isle Royale moose)
· Random Sampling Group Activity
· Interpreting Ecological Data Assignment
· Carbon Footprint Internet Activity and Writing Assignment

