[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Create-a-Creature
You are a part of a team of NASA astro-biologists who have just returned from a mission to the newly discovered planet.  During the mission your team discovered several forms of extra-terrestrial life inhabiting the planet.  Although most people are quite excited about your discovery, others think it’s a hoax (made up story).  Those skeptics of your recent discovery are demanding that you explain how you know these creatures are living organisms and not just non-living things.  They along with the media want pictures and a full-blown report of your findings.  So, your job is to show them what you’ve found and prove that life exists in outer space!    
Directions: 

1. Name AND describe the planet where you found this new life form.  

2. Provide a brief description of the particular environment (i.e., habitat) on the planet where you found this creature living.  Remember that all creatures are perfectly suited for the environment where they live (i.e., adapted to it), so your environment should allow your creature to survive and reproduce without any problems.  For example, it wouldn’t make sense to have a very thick-furred, high body fat creature living in a hot, dry dessert.  The poor creature would overheat and die. (
3. Draw the crazy creature that you discovered.  Be sure the drawing is detailed and in color.

4. Give your crazy creature a descriptive common name and describe in a couple of sentences the organism’s overall appearance.

5. Explain how your crazy creature meets ALL 8 characteristics of life (refer to your textbook for this section).  Refer to the following guidelines for specific instructions for a couple of the characteristics:

a. Describe at least three ways that your creature responds to stimuli.

b. Describe 5 adaptations (physical and behavioral) of your crazy creature.  Be sure that at least two of the adaptations are behavioral.  The physical adaptations should be visible in your drawing of the creature.  You must note how each adaptation helps the creature survive in its environment (refer to #2).    
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